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stronger community, it is critical to
inspire our young ones. That is why he
concentrated many of the Y’s programs
on expanding opportunities for our
kids. He grew the organization’s pro-
grams, camps, and tournaments in a
variety of sports, and he established
the Biddy-Buddy Basketball Tour-
nament, the Annual Invitational Swim
Meet, the YMCA Day Camps, and the
YMCA Pre-School. He was also instru-
mental in the development of the Paul
Cline Memorial Soccer Complex facil-
ity.

In addition to his efforts to promote
Beckley’s youth, Melvin also was the
organization’s lead fundraiser, estab-
lishing the annual international din-
ner, coordinating the membership
drive, and raising the funds for the cur-
rent YMCA facility that serves local
families.

There is no doubt that the YMCA of
Southern West Virginia would not be
what it is today without the dream and
devotion of Melvin Hancock. He went
above and beyond in creating opportu-
nities for Beckley residents through
the YMCA and in reaching the goals he
wanted to accomplish for the organiza-
tion and for the area’s families and
kids.

After ending a purposeful career at
the YMCA, Melvin went on to lead the
fundraising efforts at Mountain State
University. There, he helped fulfill
many university development projects,
including the Robert C. Byrd Library,
Carter Hall, the Max Lewin Bell Tower,
the John W. Eye Conference Center,
the gymnasium, and the dormitories.
The university flourished under his di-
rection.

Melvin continued his great work
after leaving Mountain State Univer-
sity through fundraising efforts at
Friends of Coal, the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes, and Ronald Blue
and Associates.

After his retirement, he continued to
be an active member of the community
by pushing for the renovation of the
Bobby Pruett Stadium and through
substitute teaching in Raleigh and
Fayette County schools. He especially
loved the little ones in pre-K, Kinder-
garten, special education and physical
education. The students loved ‘‘Mr.
Mel.”

Melvin was dedicated to giving back
to the Beckley community until his
very final days. His last endeavor was a
special project for the Women’s Re-
source Center to help those who have
been victims of domestic abuse.

Melvin not only loved his commu-
nity, but he was devoted to his fam-
ily—his wife, children, and the many
members of his extended family. He
was active in his church, he loved his-
tory, he was passionate about antique
automobiles, he enjoyed being out-
doors, he was loyal to his alma maters,
and, of course, he loved to dance.

It is such an honor to celebrate
Melvin’s life and recognize his many
accomplishments that have helped to
shape the Beckley community. I will
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forever be grateful for Melvin’s unwav-
ering leadership and for his countless
years of service. Melvin’s memory will
continue to serve as inspiration for me
and so many others to dedicate our-
selves to the betterment of our commu-
nities.®

————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Neimann, one of his
secretaries.

—————

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

2015 NATIONAL DRUG CONTROL
STRATEGY—PM 32

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit the 2015 Na-
tional Drug Control Strategy, my Ad-
ministration’s 21st century approach to
drug policy that works to reduce illicit
drug use and its consequences in the
United States. This evidence-based
plan, which balances public health and
public safety efforts to prevent, treat,
and provide recovery from the disease
of addiction, seeks to build a healthier,
safer, and more prosperous country.

Since the release of my Administra-
tion’s inaugural National Drug Control
Strategy in 2010, we have seen signifi-
cant progress in addressing challenges
we face along the entire spectrum of
drug  policy—including prevention,
early intervention, treatment, recov-
ery support, criminal justice reform,
law enforcement, and international co-
operation. However, we still face seri-
ous drug-related challenges. Illicit
drug use is a public health issue that
jeopardizes not only our well-being, but
also the progress we have made in
strengthening our economy—contrib-
uting to addiction, disease, lower stu-
dent academic performance, crime, un-
employment, and lost productivity.

Therefore, we continue to pursue a
drug policy that is effective, compas-
sionate, and just. We are working to
erase the stigma of addiction, ensuring
treatment and a path to recovery for
those with substance use disorders. We
continue to research the health risks of
drug use to encourage healthy behav-
iors, particularly among young people.
We are reforming our criminal justice
system, providing alternatives to in-
carceration for non-violent, substance-
involved offenders, improving re-entry
programs, and addressing unfair sen-
tencing disparities. We continue to de-
vote significant law enforcement re-
sources to reduce the supply of drugs
via sea, air, and land interdiction, and
law enforcement operations and inves-
tigations. We also continue to partner
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with our international allies, helping
them address transnational organized
crime, while addressing substance use
disorders and other public health
issues.

I thank the Congress for its contin-
ued support of our efforts. I look for-
ward to joining with them and all our
local, State, tribal, national and inter-
national partners to advance this im-
portant undertaking.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, November 17, 2015.

——————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 3:44 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, without amendment:

S. 799. An act to address problems related
to prenatal opioid use.

S. 2036. An act to suspend the current com-
pensation packages for the chief executive
officers of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, and
for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bills, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 1073. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to secure critical infra-
structure against electromagnetic threats,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 1317. An act to amend the Commodity
Exchange Act and the Securities Exchange
Act of 1934 to specify how clearing require-
ments apply to certain affiliate transactions,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 1338. An act to require the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to conduct a study on
matters relating to the burial of unclaimed
remains of veterans in national cemeteries,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 1384. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to recognize the service in the
reserve components of certain persons by
honoring them with status as veterans under
law.

H.R. 1478. An act to provide for notice to,
and input by, State insurance commaissioners
when requiring an insurance company to
serve as a source of financial strength or
when the Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora-
tion places a lien against an insurance com-
pany’s assets, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2583. An act to amend the Commu-
nications Act of 1934 to provide for greater
transparency and efficiency in the proce-
dures followed by the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3032. An act to amend the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 to repeal a certain re-
porting requirement of the Securities and
Exchange Commission.

H.R. 3144. An act to require consultation
with the Aviation Security Advisory Com-
mittee regarding modifications to the pro-
hibited item list, require a report on the
Transportation Security Oversight Board,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 3996. An act to provide an extension of
Federal-aid highway, highway safety, motor
carrier safety, transit, and other programs
funded out of the Highway Trust Fund, and
for other purposes.

The message further announced that
the House has agreed to the following
concurrent resolution, without amend-
ment:

S. Con. Res. 24. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in
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